IF AMERICA CEASES TO BE GOOD

Psalm 33:12-22

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance.
13 From heaven the Lord looks down and sees all mankind;

14 from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth—

15 he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do.

Why?

16 No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength.
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save.
18 But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his
unfailing love,

19 to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.

20 We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.

21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.

What Should Be Our Desire and Hope?
22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in you.
Concluding Paragraph of Declaration of Independence

WE, THEREFORE, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the
rectitude of our intentions

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance.



French writer Alexis de Tocqueville, after visiting America in 1831, said “I sought for the
greatness of the United States in her commodious harbors, her ample rivers, her fertile
fields, and boundless forests—and it was not there. | sought for it in her rich mines, her
vast world commerce, her public school system, and in her institutions of higher
learning— and it was not there. | looked for it in her democratic Congress and her
matchless Constitution—and it was not there. Not until | went into the churches of
America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did | understand the secret of
her genius and power. America is great because America is good, and if America ever

III

ceases to be good, America will cease to be great

Joshua 2:8-14

8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Jehovah, died, a hundred and ten years old
9 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-Heres, in mount
Ephraim, on the north side of the mountain of Gaash.

10 And also all that generation were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another
generation after them, which knew not Jehovah, nor yet the works which he had done
for Israel.

11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of Jehovah, and served the Baals.

12 And they forsook Jehovah the God of their fathers, who had brought them up out of
the land of Egypt, and followed other gods of the gods of the peoples that were round
about them, and bowed themselves to them, and provoked Jehovah to anger.

13 And they forsook Jehovah, and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.

14 And the anger of Jehovah was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the
hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies
round about; and they could not any longer stand before their enemies.

We Have Moved From “lI Am Responsible to God” To “I| Am Owed”



