Past, Present, and Future

“Although no one can go back and make a brand new start,
anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.”—- Carl Bard

Gratitude Should Be Expressed For All Three Portions Of Life
Express Gratitude For All Future Things

Colossians 3:17
"Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him"

Jeremiah 29:11
"For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.

Joshua 1:9
"Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you .”

During The Past “But” Times Have An Attitude Of Gratitude

Psalm 136:1
"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever."

Be Grateful In Present For All Things

James 1:2-4

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many

kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.

4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.



Gratitude Is Commanded

Ephesians 5:20
Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Why Is Gratitude Commanded For The Future? Because It Positions Us And Expresses
Faith

Philippians 4:6-7
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

Understand The Purpose Of Gratitude Is Encouragement

1 Thessalonians 5:11-18

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among
you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest
regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you,
brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the
disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays
back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for
everyone else.

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

HOW?



Step One
Showing Gratitude For Who People Are, Not What They Have, Encourages!

James 2:1-7

2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a
poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man
wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You
stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who
love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you?
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are
blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong?



